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TAGS: PINT, IS 

SUB J : COALITION MAVERICKS CHALLENGE GOI ON DEFENSE 
BUDGET 

SUMMARY: THREE DISSIDENT KNESSET MEMBERS OF GOVERNING 
COALITION TOOK OCCASION OF ROUTINE PARLIAMENTARY VOTE 
ON DEFENSE BUDGET TO EMBARRASS GOI AND TO REMIND 
RABIN THAT HE CANNOT COUNT ON FULL SUPPORT OF HIS 
KNESSET COALITION ON ALL ISSUES. AFFAIR HAS NOT 
JEOPARDIZED COALITION’S SURVIVAL, BUT IT HAS HIGH- 
LIGHTED POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER PARLIAMENTARY SET- 
BACKS. END SUMMARY. 

1. ROUTINE KNESSET DELIBERATION ON GOI'S PROPOSED 

IL 22 BILLION DEFENSE BUDGET IN RECENT DAYS HAS 

PROVIDED OPPORTUNITY FOR NEW PARLIAMENTARY CHALLENGE 

TO GOI. IN CLEVER MANEUVER, COALITION DISSIDENTS 

(BEN MEIR AND HAMMER OF NRP, TOGETHER WITH RAFTS 

BEN PORAT) JOINED FORCES WITH LIKUD IN JOINT FINANCE- 
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GAIN APPROVAL FOR RECOMENDING INCREASE OF IL 0500 MILLION 
ABOVE G REQUEST. DISSIDENTS TOOK UDVANTAGE OF 
ABSENCE OF NUMBER OG LABOR ALIGNMENT MK'S FROM JOINT 
COMMITEE MEETING TO PUSH THROUGH THEIR MOTION BY 
MARGIN OF ONE. 18-17. BEN PORAT WAS ABSENT ON PURPOSE. 

2. OBVIOUSLY STUNG, LABOR ALIGNMENT LEADERSHIP 
INSISTED ON RE-VOTE ON JUNE 24, UPSHOT OF WHICH WAS 
43;3RSAL OF F.RT .TF.R DECISION 23-19 IN JIONT MEETING. 

IN PROTEST AGAINST THIS PROCUEDURE, LIKUD MK'S AND 
LABOR ALIGNMENT DISSIDENTS THEN WALKED OUT OF MEETING 
BEFORE FINAL VOTE REPORTING DEFENSE BUDGET BACK TO 
KNESSET PLENUM. AS RESULT, DEFENSE BUDGET-REPORTEDLY 
FOR FIRST TIME-FAILED TO OBTAIN UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

COMMENT : THOUGH THIS INCIDENT DOES NOT JEOPARDIZE 
SURVIVAL OF GOVERNING COALITION, IT DOES SERVE AS 
REMINDER THAT GOI LEADERSHIP ON OCCASION HAS HAD 
DIFFICULTY, AND MAY CONTINUE TO, IN ASSURING NECESSARY 
PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY ON CERTAIN ISSUES. NRP YOUTH 
FACTION AND CERTAIN ELEMENTS IN RAFI REGARD THEMSELVES 
AS A KIND OF PERMANENT OPPOSITION WITHIN COALITION 
RANKS (BEN PORAT MAKES A POINT OF RECALLING THAT HE HAD 
NOT PARTICIPATED IN ORIGINAL VOTE OF CONFIDENCE FOR 
NEW GOI IN JUNE 1974). THESE MK'S HAVE ALREDY FELT 
FREE TO BREAK COALITION DISCIPLINE IN THE 
PAST, IN 

VOTES ON UNAUTHORIZED SETTLEMENTS ON WEST BANK, THE 
MAALEH ADUMIM CONTROVERSY AND ON OTHER ISSUES. 

DISSIDENTS EXPLOIT COMBINATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES, 

INCLUDING FACT THAT ALIGNMENT'S KNESSET FACTION IS 
SMALLER THAN IN PREVIOUS KNESSET AND THAT OPPOSITION 
LIKUD USUALLY VOTES AS UNITED BLOC. MOREOVER, 

ALIGNMENT KNESSET FACTION INCLUDES 10 MINISTERS WHO DO NOT 

SIT ON COMMITTEES AND WHOSE OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES 

SOMETIMES PREVENT THEM FROM BEING IN CHAMBER FOR 

PLENUM VOTES. FINALLY, LABOR PARTY " STARS" SUCH AS 

EBAN AND DAYAN OFTEN GIVE SHORT SHRIFT TO THEIR 

KNESSET RESPONSIBILITIES. (EBAN'S ABSENCE FROM 

JUNE 17 MF.ETNG WAS DULY NOTED BY ISRAELI COMMENTATORS). 

VELIOTES 
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